
 



 

Community Consultation Report  

Ballincor Wind Farm 

 

Project Background 

RWE Renewables Ireland Ltd. (RWE) is seeking planning permission to construct and operate a wind 

farm in the townlands of Ballincor, Curralanty, and Cloonaheen Co Offaly and Clonfree, Castletown, 

Cronekill, Kylenamuck, Co Tipperary. The Proposed Development will contribute to achieving  local, 

national, regional and European policy regarding Ireland’s transition to a low carbon economy and 

associated climate change policy objectives. 

The Proposed Development will generate renewable energy for use in the national grid helping to 

displace thousands of tonnes of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. It can lead to cheaper electricity, 

energy security and help Ireland meet its challenging climate change and decarbonisation targets. 

The Proposed Development will also lead to tangible local benefits such as employment 

opportunities during the construction and operation phases, possible payments under the 

Renewable Energy Support Scheme (RESS) to a Community Benefit Fund, or a specific Community 

Benefit Fund from RWE, and indirect benefits to the wider community from business rates paid to 

Offaly and Tipperary County Councils from the wind farm. 

 

RWE Renewables in Ireland 

RWE has been active in Ireland since 2016 and is undertaking long-term investments in onshore 

wind, offshore wind, and new battery storage projects, potentially amounting to billions of Euros in 

direct foreign investment in the country. 

RWE’s objective is to grow organically by developing business from greenfield sites, positioning itself 

as a long-term energy partner for Ireland during its energy transition to 2030 and beyond. As part of 

its growth ambitions, RWE is actively seeking new opportunities to further expand its portfolio in 

Ireland. The renewable energy generated from the Proposed Development would contribute 

towards Ireland’s onshore wind energy target of 9 GW by 2030.    

Already with an operational wind farm, two battery storage facilities, an airborne wind test site and 

both onshore and offshore wind farms in development, our current Irish portfolio is managed by our 

experienced teams in Kilkenny and Dun Laoghaire.   

 

What does the Project Involve? 

The Proposed Development will be made up of several structures including turbines, underground 

cabling from the turbines to an electrical substation, a battery energy storage system (BESS). There 

would also be a network of roads on site linking the turbines and substation together for staff 

operations and maintenance.  



A windfarm needs to be connected to the electricity grid which can be done by using underground 

cables to get the renewable energy to a nearby substation.  

In the case of the Ballincor Wind Farm, electricity generated by the turbines will be fed through the 

underground cables to the substation before being transmitted off-site to the national grid network 

at Dallow outside Birr. 

A full description of the Proposed Development for the purposes of the planning application and the 

additional elements that form part of the overall project, assessed as part of the EIA, are contained 

in Chapter 2 of the EIAR. 

 

Consultation Report Methods and Feedback 

This Consultation Report outlines the methodology used to consult with local residents, questions, 

concerns and feedback received from the public consultation with the  residents around the 

Proposed Development.  

In accordance with the Aarhus Convention, public participation is an essential element of the 

development of any infrastructure project and the RWE Project Team is committed to facilitating an 

accessible, meaningful, and accountable engagement process with members of the public. This 

Consultation Report details the methods used and the questions and concerns received associated 

with the first phase of public consultation.  

RWE is grateful to all parties, persons and groups who participated in providing feedback via the 

project information services (mobile, email, postal feedback and door to door and face to face 

meetings). The feedback given in this report is based on all of the engagement that occurred with 

the people around the proposed wind farm area. 

The first engagement period ran from 24th July 2023 and continued via door to door visits, phone 

calls to the project phone and emails to the project email address afterwards.:  

Phone   +353 (0) 87 151 9219 

Post    Ballincor Wind Farm 

RWE Renewables Ireland Limited 

Desart House 

Lower New Street 

Kilkenny, 

 

By email   ballincor@rwe.com 

  

mailto:ballincor@rwe.com


The Engagement 

Consultation Area 

RWE used a consultation area of up to 2km from any turbine for its near neighbours. This took into 

account 232 homes surrounding the proposed location of the turbines.  

The reason that RWE chose 2km as the consultation area is based on industry good practice and also 

on the “Rulebook for Community Benefit Funds under RESS” (May 2025) which suggest that the 

Community consists of  those (1) ..... that lives close to the RESS Project is the beneficiary of the 

Community Benefit Fund. In this Rulebook, Community must be understood as the group of people 

and associations in the vicinity of the RESS Project.”  

It also specifies that “near neighbours” are those that live “ within a 2km radius of the turbines 

(Section 4.2 points 8 & 9 Pg 19 in the section on Direct Household Payments). 

 

Information Service 

A dedicated phone line (087 151 9219) and e-mail address (ballincor@rwe.com) were set up prior to 

commencing the first consultation and have remained in place since then, to enable anyone with 

queries to get in touch with the RWE Project Team or indeed to ask questions or voice concerns via 

phone or email at any time over the entire consultation period. 

All queries to the phone line and to emails were replied to as soon as possible.  

A project specific website (www.rwe.com/ballincor ) was also developed and was updated through 

the engagement period with further information, updated FAQ’s and useful documents. 

 

Project Brochure 

A twelve page information brochure (Ballincor Proposed Wind Farm) was developed for the project. 

(See Appendix A). As well as facts about the Proposed Development it also contained the contact 

details for the Team as per above.  
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First Residents Letter and Brochure Drop 

On the 24th July 2023, this brochure, as well as a cover letter from the Community Liaison Officer 

(CLO (Kieran O’Byrne, Stakeholder Stakeholder Engagement / Communications Manager , RWE 

Renewables Ireland Limited, )) were delivered to all residents within a 2km radius (232 homes) of the 

proposed turbine array by All Homes delivery company. The letter and brochure were delivered in 

an envelope with an RWE label which said: 

Dear Resident.  

Enclosed please find important information re 

Community Engagement on Proposed Ballincor Project 

 

On the same day an email was sent to all local representatives (see list below) which included an 

introduction to the RWE’s Stakeholder Engagement / Ballincor Community Liaison Officer (CLO), 

Kieran O’Byrne and an attached copy of the Ballincor Proposed Wind Farm  brochure.  

The CLO’s picture and contact details were on the letter (mobile phone number and email address) 

and the contact number for the Kilkenny office and postal address was also in the brochure.  

The CLO plus members of the project team then went door to door on 25th, 26th and 27th of July 2023 

and met with 122 householders (out of 232 houses called to) 53% of households within a 2km radius 

were met with within the first week of consultation.  

After the first letter drop and during the following two months (August and September 2023), 

numerous emails were received and each one answered.  

 

Elected Members Engagement 

On the first day of the consultation period all local representatives were emailed a letter of 

introduction to the CLO, a soft copy of the Ballincor Proposed Wind Farm brochure and a soft copy 

of the letter that was sent that day to residents. 

Local Representatives who were contacted over the period were:                            

Birr Local electoral Area Councillors 

• Cllr. John Carroll (not re-elected) 

• Cllr. Eamon Dooley (not re-elected) 

• Cllr. Clare Claffey (not re-elected) 

• Cllr. Eleanor Clendennon 

• Cllr. John Leahy 

• Cllr. Peter Ormond 

• Cllr Hugh Egan 

• Cllr. Audrey Hennessy-Kennedy 

• Cllr. Sean Maher 

 

Laois Offaly TD’s (Constituency Changed in 2024 with Laois and Offaly being split) 



• John Clendennan - Newly Elected - Election 2024 

• Tony McCormac Newly Elected - Election 2024 

• Barry Cowen – elected as an MEP 

• Charlie  Flanagan - did not run for re-election in 2024 

• Laois TD's - 3 Seats 

• Carol Nolan – (Re Elected 2024 but went to Laois Constituency) 

• Brian Stanley - (Re Elected 2024 but went to Laois Constituency) 

• Sean Fleming  Re-Elected - (Re Elected 2024 but went to Laois Constituency) 

• Willie Aird  (Re Elected 2024 but went to Laois Constituency) 

Tipperary Councillors in Nenagh Electoral Area  

• Dr Phyll Bugler 

• Fiona Bonfield 

• Joe Hannigan 

• John Carroll 

• Michael O'Meara 

• Seamus Morris 

• JP O'Meara 

• Louise Morgan Walsh 

• Pamela Quirke O'Meara 

• John "Rocky" McGrath (Not  Re-elected in 2024) 

• Gerard Darcy (Not  Re-elected in 2024) 

• Hughie McGrath (Not  Re-elected in 2024) 

 

TD's in Tipperary – (split into North Tipp 3 seats) 

North Tipperary 

• Michael Lowry 

• Alan Kelly 

• Ryan O'Meara 

Previous TDs for the area 

• Martin Browne 

• Mattie McGrath 

• Jackie Cahill 

After receiving the first letter, Dep Jackie Cahill contacted the CLO to discuss the Proposed 

Development and arrange a face to face meeting later in the month. Jackie Cahill TD also contacted 

the CLO for further information and a briefing meeting which we did.  

After reaching out after the 2024 General election John Clendennen TD requested an update briefing 

on the proposed development which happened on two occasions in 2025 and in 2026 



As well as RWE reaching out to local representatives on 24th July, each local representative also 

received a soft copy of all letters sent to the residents as well as an letter updating them on the 

Proposed Development on September 2025 and January 2026 (See Appendix B). 

 

Second Residents Letter 

In September 2025 (15th to 17th ) we reached out to the all 232 homes via letter drop and door to 

door engagement where the CLO and the Project Manager called to each of home. The Second letter 

outlined that the project team has been working on the EIAR and that they had two pre application 

consultation meetings with An Coimisiún Pleanala asking that the ACP determined if the project was 

a Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID).  

The second letter had attached to it the proposed locations of the turbines (in two documents one 

Ordinance survey, the other an ariel Google photograph), see Appendix C. 

We met with 88 home owners over the three days (38%) and had follow up meetings with various 

residents on two further occasions. 

Between the first and second consultation we had met face to face with representatives from 210 

homeowners (91%) of the 232 homes surrounding (within 2km of) the proposed wind farm. 

  

Drop in Clinic Letter drop 

RWE held a drop in Clinic in the County Arms Birr on Wednesday 4th February 2026 from 8am until 

8.30 pm.  

A letter drop was undertaken by the RWE team the week before, on Monday 26th January to say that 

we were going to hold a Drop in Clinic and welcomed people to contact the CLO by phone, text, 

email or post to suggest a time that they might be available. The letter said that the Clinic would be 

“by appointment” to try and stagger the numbers of people that might attend, but people were 

welcome to drop in at any time if they wished.  

The letter stated that RWE were happy to discuss the project with either one to ones or small groups 

of people. The letter also said that in the event that residents were not able to attend that they 

could contact the CLO to arrange a separate meeting that better suits them. We also suggested that 

we were available the evening before and the morning after.  

While going door to door dropping letters we met with approximately 8 people as we delivered.  

The letter drop also elicited contacts from many local residents as well as almost 20 contacts for 

booking specific time at the Clinic and there were 6 drop in’s on the day.   

 

Drop in Clinic – 4th February 2026 

On the day of the Clinic 46 people attended over the day. Most had contacted the CLO to arrange a 

suitable time for themselves or a small group, others just dropped in on the day as they were in 

town. Some people who could not attend on the day sought meetings at different times.  

The team were constantly busy over the day. The first meeting was at 8.55am the last person left at 

8.30pm. 



We also had further requests for information at the clinic and some followed up with more requests 

the following week / weeks by phone and email. Afterwards. We responded to 8approx.. 12 

different residents over the following weeks with answers to their questions either on the day of the 

clinic or requested afterwards.  

 

Feedback from Door to Door Meetings 

As the stakeholder interaction progressed during both engagements, it became clear that there 

were four main questions that most people discussed with the RWE team. These were about shadow 

flicker, noise, visual impact and property prices. 

 

We also received feedback on the doorsteps about how people would like to be communicated with 

vis a vis face to face meetings, group meetings etc. We discussed the various options and the 

majority said that they were in favour of being able to meet with us on a one to one basis / door to 

door,  or in small groups. Some felt intimidated by large groups and felt that their questions and 

concerns would not be heard in larger groups. We mentioned a “drop in clinic” in a local facility 

which some residents felt might be appropriate.  

 

Website 

A project website was developed and was available from July 2023 to anyone who wished to find out 

more. ( www.rwe.com/ballincor )   

As the project developed and questions and concerns were asked and raised by local residents as 

part of the stakeholder engagement process, these were answered on the website and further 

relevant information was also published on the site. 

The website had grown to include three sections dedicated to giving more information and 

answering questions asked by the residents. They included “Useful Documents” and “More 

Information”. These sections included the following information: 

• Useful Documents 

o Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2006) 

o Draft Wind Energy Guidelines (2019) 

o RESS Community Benefit Fund  

o RESS 5 Terms and Conditions 

o Wind Europe Accelerating Wind Turbine Blade Circularity 

o Wind Energy and Biodiversity 

o WindEurope and Decommissioning 

• More Information 

o First Residents Letter July 2023 

o Second Residents Letter September 2025 

o Clinic Invite January 2026 

o Community Consultation Maps 

o Ballincor Proposed Wind Farm Brochure 

• Frequently Asked Questions 

 

  

http://www.rwe.com/ballincor


APPENDIX A 

Project Brochure 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



  



  

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 

 



Appendix B 

First Residents Letter July 2023 

 



Second Residents Letter  September 2025 

 

 



Maps Attached to Second Letter 

 



Invitation To Clinic Letter January 2026 

 

 


